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Several reports by independent experts have been released
since March 2021 documenting the ongoing genocide being
committed by the Chinese Government against the Uyghur
People in the Xinjiang Province. An independent people's
tribunal based in the United Kingdom was established to review
the evidence and evaluate the validity of the claims of genocide.
The final judgment was handed down on December 9, 2021 by
Sir Geoffrey Nice QC. The Tribunal concluded that the People's
Republic of China has committed genocide against the Uyghurs
via birth control and sterilization measures.  
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After the 44-day war against Armenia in 2020, Azerbaijan's President
Ilham Aliyev has shored up his autocratic power at home and
increased his country's genocidal language and policies against
Armenians. His decision to open a "Trophy Park" in Spring 2021, which
features the helmets of dead Armenian soldiers as well as grotesque
wax figures of Armenian servicemen in distressing poses, is
emblematic of his overall embrace of genocidal ideology. Aliyev,
supported by Turkey, and a darling of the Western media, continues to
challenge Armenian sovereignty and his forces continue to kidnap and
kill Armenian civilians within Armenian territory. Many Azeri citizens
have deeply internalized the state's virulent anti-Armenianism, which is
taught in schools and reinforced everywhere in social life.

2021 has been a year of tragedy and inhumanity. This brief report lists only a few examples of the many conflicts and human rights
abuses that have impacted us globally. The Lemkin Institute seeks to address the threat of genocide all over the world by promoting

human rights and engaging in prevention with people from all walks of life. We hope for a more peaceful and inclusive 2022. 
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On November 30, 2021 a German court found former ISIS
fighter Taha al-Jumailly guilty of genocide and sentenced him to
life imprisonment. This decision is the first genocide conviction
anywhere in the world for the on-going genocide against
Yazidis in Iraq and Syria carried out by ISIS. It thus paves the
way for future convictions of ISIS fighters for the crime of
genocide.  Al-Jumailly was found guilty of genocide for the
purchase and enslavement of a Yazidi woman and her 5-year
old daughter, whom he tortured to death through exposure.
The case set important precedents in a number of ways,
including through its gender-sensitive understanding of the
crime. 
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Turkey's expansionist policy of Pan-Turanism in Western Asia and the
South Caucasus has continued to destabilize the regions, posing an
immediate threat to the sovereignty of Armenia, Syria, Cyprus, and
Iraq. Bombing of Northern Syria and Northern Iraq has continued, as
well as poor treatment of and pogroms against refugees from this
destabilization. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's extremist foreign
policy mirrors his increasingly dictatorial governance in the domestic
arena. Turkish intellectuals and human rights activists continue to be
persecuted. In March, Turkey  pulled out of the Istanbul Convention,
a convention which seeks to protect women from violence, including
domestic violence. The Turkish Government stated that the
convention was "incompatible with Turkey’s social and family values."

The region of Darfur, Sudan ended 2021 with ongoing violence
committed by Arab militias against Darfuri civilians. There had
been some hope for progress in ending the intractable genocide
against ethnic groups in Darfur and southern Sudan after public
protests led to the overthrow of longstanding President and
accused genocidaire Omar al-Bashir on April 11, 2019. However,
in October 2021, the Sudanese military staged a coup against
the transitional government. State-sponsored killing and
displacement continues against civilians in the Darfur region.
Omar al-Bashir has not yet been handed over to the ICC, where
he faces indictments for crimes against humanity and genocide.
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Azerbaijan continues to hold over 100 Armenians hostage, civilians
and soldiers alike, since the end of the 44-day war in 2020. Many
POWs have already been sentenced to between 6 months  and 20
years of imprisonment, while others are still awaiting trial for
groundless charges of terrorism, illegal crossing of state borders,
illegal possession of weaponry, and illegal formation of armed
militias, all according to Azerbaijan's criminal code. The POWs have
no access to translation services during these trials and it has been
said their defense is just a formality. Human rights organizations
have documented extensive physical and mental torture of
Armenians during their detainment, including bodily mutilation and
public humiliation. Many documented POWs are feared to have been
murdered by the Azerbaijani state.



INFO@LEMKININSTITUTE.COM

Ongoing tensions between Anglophone and Francophone Cameroon
escalated in 2021 into what many human rights observers are calling
civil war. Anglophone Cameroonians, who amount to about 20
percent of the population, have felt marginalized since the founding
of independent Cameroon in 1961. The inflexible and brutal response
of President Paul Biya's government to peaceful protests for greater
autonomy in 2016 led to the formation of armed separatist groups in
the Anglophone region, as well as the declaration of  an independent
Ambazonia. Fears of genocidal violence against Anglophones by
federal security forces continue as do threats to civilians by both
federal security forces and extremist Anglophone separatist fighters.

2021 marked the People's Republic of Bangladesh's Golden Jubilee.
The year commemorated the 50th anniversary of the Liberation War of
1971 and the birth of the Bengali nation as an independent country. It
also marked the anniversary of the genocide committed against
Bengali people by the West Pakistani Military and Bengali local
collaborators, such as razakars, Al Badr and Al Shams militias.
Commemorations took place all over Bangladesh throughout the entire
year to pay tribute to the victims, such as the martyred intellectuals,
and to the founding Father of the Nation,  Bangabundu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, whose famous expression "friendship to all, malice towards
none" became the motto of Bangladesh's international relations.
Although Bangladesh started a justice and accountability process in
2009 to try local Bengali collaborators, the lack of a broad recognition
of the crimes prevents a proper and integral justice process. 
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From 5 to 8 March, 2021, Pope Francis undertook a historic visit to the
Republic of Iraq. It was the first time a Pope had visited the country. The
visit had a profound political and spiritual meaning to Iraqis due to on-going
internal and external conflicts, sectarian divisions, and extremism in their
country. The Pope desribed the visit as "an obligation to a land that has
been martyred for years." During his three-day trip, Pope Francis visited the
cities of Ur, Baghdad, Najaf, Qaraqosh, Erbil, and Mosul, and met with,
among other relevant political and religious figures, Grand Ayatollah Ali Al
Sistani, with whom he released a statement against religious extremism.  He
also visited the remains of the Syriac Catholic Church of Immaculate
Conception in Qaraqosh and Church Square in Mosul, a place that
represents all four Christian creeds present in the country. Pope Francis's
visit was of special importance to the Christian community as, like the Ezidis
and other minority religious, ethnic, and national groups, Christians have
suffered  many forms of violence and genocide, and are at are risk of
disappearing in Iraq. 

In Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed's Oromo-Nationalist Government,
alongside neighboring Eritrean troops, continues massacres
against ethnic Tigrayans in the country's Tigray region.  The TPLF
and OLF are committing massacres against ethnic Amharans of
the country's Amhara region, while some Amhara militia forces
are aiding the government of Ethiopia. Sexual violence has been
particularly pronounced in this conflict, especially before
Eritrean forces withdrew from the region in July. Ethiopia ended
the year with the announcement of the establishment of a
commission for national dialogue. 
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Two independently-commissioned investigative reports, one
commissioned by Rwanda and the other by France, found that
France 'enabled' and 'bore responsibility for' the 1994 genocide
in Rwanda by arming and protecting genocidaires and then
covering up its role up to the present-day. Despite the fact that
the French report, researched and written by historians, cleared
France of the crime of complicity to commit genocide, Rwanda's
President, Paul Kagame, welcomed France's initiative, suggesting
that it heralded an important step in creating a shared narrative
of France's role in the genocide that killed over 800,000 Tutsis as
well as Hutu moderates.

2021 marked the 100th anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA. In 1921 the white citizens of Tulsa, deputized
by the city government, destroyed almost the entirety of the city's
Greenwood district, known nationally as "Black Wall Street." Homes
and businesses were completely razed, and between 100-300 black
Tulsans were murdered. The Tulsa Race Massacre was one of many
such massacres around the country after the end of slavery, and is
emblematic of the genocidal nature of anti-black racism in the
country. The 100th anniversary resonated deeply in the United
States, especially in the wake of a massive 2020 uprising for black
lives, renewing calls for reparations for African Americans, all of
whom are survivors of over 250 years of anti-black terror. 
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Many Herero and Nama people in Namibia were disappointed again
this year by Germany's efforts to address its responsibility for
committing the 20th century's first total genocide against them
between 1904 and 1914. The German government reached an
agreement with the Namibian government to officially recognize the
genocide and offer $1.3 billion for development projects. Herero and
Nama traditional leaders were left out of the negotiations. Many
point out that development aid does not redress the individualized
and collective suffering of survivors, who have been politically and
economically marginalized in the country since they lost their land,
cattle,  and up to 80 percent of their pre-genocide populations
before World War I. 

2021 marked the 70th anniversary of the We Charge Genocide
petition submitted by the US Civil Rights Congress to the United
Nations in December 1951. The petition, denounced and  then
ignored in the United States, analyzed systemic and structural
violence against black Americans from 1945-1951 within the
framework of the Genocide Convention, including as evidence 152
killings of unarmed black men and women by police and lynch mobs
that occurred during those six years. The petition is an important
document in the struggle for equality and justice for black Americans
and has been seen as a precursor to the Black Lives Matter
movement of the 2010s. In 2014 an intergenerational group of
activists in Chicago sent a 'We Charge Genocide' report to the United
Nations documenting ongoing racist police brutality in the city, and in
2021 it is as relevant as ever.
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2021 was another difficult year for Palestinians. Although violence
towards Palestinians in Israel, the West Bank, and the occupied
territories is a common practice of the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF),
Israeli civilians and Israeli settlers, on Friday 7 May 2021 the IDF attacked
Palestinian Muslims in Al-Aqsa Mosque, one of the holiest sites of Islam.
The violence originated in the deepening of the ethnic-cleansing policy
that Israel has been carrying out in Jerusalem for years. The policy 
 includes forced evictions of Palestinians from the historic homes in East
Jerusalem, through "legal expropriations" ordered by Israeli courts. The
violence in Jerusalem escalated in the region  with Hamas attaching
Israel from Gaza and a disproportionate retaliation of Israel that lasted
for 11 days. Israel's response caused close to 200 civilians deaths, of
which approximately one third were children, as well as the further
destruction of the already precarious infrastructure of the Gaza Strip, as
targets included civilian areas, such as the Al-Shati refugee camp.  

On 1 February 2021, military leaders of the Tatmadaw overthrew
Aung San Suu Kyi's democratically-elected government and
established a military junta. Although the Tatmadaw had already
engaged in genocidal violence towards ethnic and religious minorities
such as the Rohingya, Kachin, and Karen Peoples, the coup has
extended genocidal tactics to many sectors of the population.  Since
the start of the coup d'etat, the Tatmadaw has targeted peaceful
protesters across the country, portraying them as criminals. It has
intentionally killed children as young as five years old. An estimated
1,300 people have been killed by the junta and over 10,000 have been
imprisoned. Myanmar has become extremely dangerous for
journalists and human rights defenders. Persecution, detention,
torture, killing are common Tatmadaw practices towards the political
opposition, which launched a "defensive war" against the Tatmadaw in
September.   
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On 30 August 2021 the US Armed Forces completed the withdrawal from
Afghanistan that had started in February 2020. After initiating an offensive in
May 2021 to take control over towns and cities across the country, the
Taliban entered the city of Kabul on 15 August 2021, leading to the collapse
of  the US-backed government and the establishment of a new government
under Taliban rule. The situation caused a humanitarian catastrophe, with
hundreds of thousands of people trying to flee and rescue convoys
organised by some countries. The on-going fear of the population is based
on the brutality of the Taliban regime prior to the US-led invasion of 2001.
The Taliban regime is especially oppressive towards women and girls and its
policies are a clear violation of human and women's rights, and include, for
example, the prohibition of their right to education. Although Western media
paid close attention to the precipitous victory of the Taliban in August 2021,
with special emphasis on the vulnerable situation of women and girls, media
interest has since been focused elsewhere and little is being reported on the
looming famine as well as human rights violations, such as threats of
genocide against the LGBTQ+ community. 

In August 2021, the Articulation of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil (APIB)
asked the International Criminal Court to investigate Jair Bolsonaro,
Brazil's President, for genocide and ecocide. Bolsonaro's
administration has seen an increase in destruction of the Amazon
Rainforest, the removal of other environmental programs to protect
sacred indigenous land from mining, and continued disparities in
healthcare for indigenous communities that have further exacerbated
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, indigenous groups
are continuing to lose leaders to COVID-19 due to Brazil's
discriminatory COVID-19 response plan. This has created a threat to
indigenous culture and cultural memory as oral storytelling between
generations is so culturally significant to Brazil's indigenous groups. 
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After escaping extradition to Rwanda to face genocide charges,
French-Rwandan Claude Muhayimana was tried and convicted
of complicity in genocide and crimes against humanity in a
French court. The prosecution alleged that Muhayimana
transported armed militia members and police to  areas where
massacres occurred during the Rwandan genocide. In
December, Muhayimana was sentenced to 14 years
imprisonment. Muhayimana's trial was the third related to the
Rwandan genocide to be tried in French courts and was the
first trial to involve a Rwandan civilian.
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On April 24, 2021 Joe Biden became the first President of the
United States to officially recognize the Armenian Genocide.
This is a move that his predecessors avoided during their terms
due to threats from close US ally, Turkey. According to the
Armenian National Institute, the United States is now one of
thirty countries that recognize the Armenian Genocide. The
Armenian community in the United States and abroad
welcomed the recognition, which came on the 106th
anniversary of the start of the genocide in 1915,  while Turkey
and its allies criticized it, reiterating common Turkish denialist
talking points. 
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2021 saw an increase in tens of thousands of immigrants,
primarily from Iraqi Kurdistan, though also from Asia and Africa,
to Lithuania, Latvia, and Poland via Belarus. The Belarus-
European Union Border Crisis resulted from the deterioration of
relations between Belarus and the European Union. It has been
reported that once in Belarus, migrants were then given
instructions on how to enter the European Union, allegedly with
aid coming from Belarus. Belarus has also been accused of
assaulting migrants and have refused humanitarian aid for
migrants. In response, Poland and Lithuania have been accused
of forcing migrants back into Belarus and concerns over the
honoring of asylum claims by Poland and Lithuania have also
been raised.  

Genocide charges against former Khmer Rouge
commander, Meas Muth, were dismissed by the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, a
United Nations-backed tribunal. Meas Muth was charged
with committing genocide against Cambodia's ethnic
Vietnamese minority during the Khmer Rouge's rule (1975-
1979). Prime Minister Hun Sen, a former Khmer Rouge
member, has spoken out against any future cases being
tried, claiming it would create instability in Cambodia. He
has said the tribunal will soon conclude its work. 
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Another year of tremendous and impassioned struggles in the USA
to end systemic racism and to enforce accountability. On 20 April
2021, former police officer Derek Chauvin was convicted of
murdering George Floyd. In August, a Texas appeals court upheld
the murder conviction of former officer Amber Guyger for the
murder of Botham Jean. Former officer Kim Potter was convicted of
murdering Daunte Wright in December. US security forces
continue to be heavily funded despite calls from activists and
experts for the re-allocation of funds to social programs aimed at
reducing economic and social struggles. Most recently, the Biden
Administration appealed to the US Supreme Court to protect
federal agents accused of trampling the first amendment rights of
those residing in the US.

Since the establishment of the Hong Kong national security law
in 2020,  China has pursued a policy of rewriting history. Chinese
revisionism has impacted textbooks, museum exhibitions,
memorials, and education in Hong Kong in general. Among the
historical facts threatened by official erasure are the 1989
Tiananmen Square protests and massacre. Throughout 2021,
China's central government has banned Tiananmen's annual
June 4 vigil, incarcerated activists, ordered platforms to delete
websites referring to the vigil, and removed the famous statue of
the Tiananmen Massacre at the University of Hong Kong. The city
of Hong Kong was one of the only places in China where
commemorations of the Tiananmen Square massacre were
public. 
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2021 was a year of numerous attacks on reproductive rights and
healthcare in the United States and elsewhere. In the US in May,
Texas governor Greg Abbott signed Senate Bill 8, which banned
abortion after six weeks and deputized all Texas residents with the
power to sue individuals who allegedly aid in abortion access for
$10,000 in Texas courts, thereby creating what is essentially a
bounty hunting system around reproductive rights. A separate ban
on abortion in Mississippi is currently being presented before the
United States Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health
Organization. A decision is still pending. However, the Supreme
Court has signaled a willingness to uphold the ban, directly
challenging the long-standing 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that
established access to abortion as a constitutional right. 

In May, 2021, the remains of 215 children, some as young as
three-years old, were discovered on the grounds that
belonged to one of Canada's numerous residential schools,
near Kamloops, British Columbia. A month later, another 600
remains were uncovered in a mass grave outside of another
former residential school in Saskatchewan. In June, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau accepted the findings of the 2019
National Inquiry into  Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls,  which concluded that Canada had
committed genocide against First Nations groups. First Nations
Rights groups continue to fight for justice and equity in
Canada. Photo: BiblioArchives / LibraryArchives from Canada
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2021 saw the continued fight of Ukraine to have the
Holodomor recognized internationally as a genocide. In
December, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine appealed to the
Bundestag of the Federal Republic of Germany to recognize the
Holodomor as the genocide of Ukrainians. Later that month,
Verkhovna Rada speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk initiated another
appeal to political leaders around the world to recognize the
Holodomor as a genocide. With the 90th anniversary of the
Holodomor in 2022, Ukraine is pushing to increase the current
number of states that recognize the Holodomor as a genocide.
Currently, only sixteen states, including Ukraine, have officially
affirmed such recognition. Photo: rda.chechelnick-rada.gov.ua
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In July 2021, Valentin Inzko, the outgoing head of Bosnia’s Office of
the High Representative, amended Bosnia’s criminal code regarding
genocide denial pertaining to the 1992-1995 Bosnian War. This was
done to curb genocide denial by Bosnian Serbs of the legally-
recognized 1995 genocide of Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims) in
Srebrenica. This amendment included harsher punishments for
those denying the 1995 genocide. Chairman of the Presidency
Milorad Dodik and other Bosnian Serb politicians immediately
rejected and condemned the changes. In response, Republika
Srpska also passed laws that introduced strict prison sentences as
punishment for disrespecting their symbols and territory and for
referring to Srpska as the product of Serb-led genocide. EU
parliamentarians have urged the state of Serbia to stop denying the
Srebrenica genocide, which was also quickly rejected by Serbian
leadership.

In December 2021, dozens of Rohingya refugees in the United
States and United Kingdom have sued Facebook alleging that
Facebook permitted anti-Rohingya hate speech to be shared, thus
fueling the anti-Rohingya sentiment and violence in Myanmar and
Bangladesh. While Facebook did admit in 2018 to not taking
sufficient steps to prevent anti-Rohingya sentiment and the
incitement of violence, little has been done to compensate those
harmed by Facebook’s actions. Whistleblower, Frances Haugen,
has come forth and revealed that this is not a new occurrence, as
Facebook continues to spur ethnic violence in other countries and
has done nothing to provide the tools needed to combat
misinformation and hate speech in languages other than English.
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